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[Abstract:] Relative to capacity of coining Presses & Presses used on Minor coin being employed 
upon Gold & c. 


Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, Pa., 
Coiner’s Department, 
May 21, 1888 


Hon. Danl. M. Fox 
Superintendent 


Sir: 


Referring to the Director’s letter of the 18th inst. relative to the capacity of the Coining 
Presses, and also with regard to the Presses used on Minor Coin being employed upon Gold & C. 
I have the honor to state, that the capacity of the Coining Room for turning out all denominations 
of coin is greatly in excess of the other branches of the department, and that after deducting six 
small presses used for minor coin, the other presses remaining are more than sufficient for the 
work required in Double Eagles, Eagles & Silver Dollars. 


One press will strike; say in Double Eagles $90,000 per hour, in eight hours $720,000, in 
Eagles, one press will turn out about $360,000 per day, or three presses could be spared if 
necessary which would produce in Double Eagles over two millions dollars in one day if 
prepared planchets ready for the press were supplied, and this without interfering with the Silver 
Dollar coinage, provided no breakage occurred. 


The following shows the capacity of the eleven coining presses: 

Four (4) Presses can be used on Quar. Eagles, Dimes & Cents only. 

Two (2)do do Quar. Dolls & Small coin. 

Five (5)do do Double Eagles, Dollars and half dollars & all smaller 
coin. 


It will be seen that the Gold and Silver coin as now required is not dependent on the small 
presses, and in any event they could not be used for that purpose because they (the small presses) 
were not designed to strike any larger denomination than those specified, their construction being 
regulated by the amount of pressure power necessary to exert in coining the various sizes of the 
coin. 


A Dime requires about 10 tons pressure, whilst a Double Eagles require fully 80 tons, and 
a silver dollar which is the largest of our coins requires fully 120 tons pressure. It is therefore 
apparent that the smaller presses cannot be used on larger coin for the reason that it would 
imperil the machinery. 
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The work in the other rooms of the department is pushed to secure a good out-turn of 
work, but a reasonable time is requisite for the proper annealing of the fillets (in the case of Gold 
2 % hours, and for silver 40 minutes, to complete heats) and the careful priming of the blanks at 
the cutting presses, and constant application is directed to produce good results which can only 
be obtained from good ingots. 


Very Respectfully 
WS. Steel 
Coiner 


